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In several previous MAAP articles (https://www.maapprogram.org/category/sectors/gold-
mining/), we have detailed gold mining deforestation in the southern Peruvian Amazon. Here,
we provide evidence of the first known case of gold mining deforestation in northern
Peru.

A recent news article (http://www.dar.org.pe/noticias/rio-santiago-la-nueva-frontera-de-la-
mineria-ilegal/) published by the Peruvian organization DAR reported that gold mining
activity continues to increase in the Santiago River (see Image 36a), located in the
Amazonas region of the northern Peruvian Amazon. The article also mentions that this gold
mining activity is no longer restricted to the river, but is now entering the forest. There are
mining concessions in the area, but according to a recent article published in The Guardian
(http://www.theguardian.com/environment/andes-to-the-amazon/2016/may/01/gold-mining-
in-peru-forests-razed-millions-lost-virgins-auctioned), the miners are not operating legally with
permission from the concessionaire.

Here, we show the first satellite images that confirm that the mining activity is indeed
causing deforestation along the Santiago River (see below). Click each image to enlarge.
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Image 36a. Credit: DAR, April 2016

Satellite Images of Gold Mining Deforestation in Northern
Peru

Image 36b shows a high-resolution image of the newly deforested area due to mining activity
along the Santiago River (see yellow circle). The total forest loss to date is 8 hectares (20
acres).
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Image 36b. Data: Planet Labs

Image 36c shows that the deforestation occurred between August 2014 (left panel) and
August 2015 (right panel).
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Image 36c. Data: USGS/NASA
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